[bookmark: lw_Opdracht]





[bookmark: lw_Universiteit]Faculteit Letteren & Wijsbegeerte



[bookmark: lw_VoornaamAuteur]Saartje Verbeke


Ergativity and alignment 
in Indo-Aryan












[bookmark: lw_Type]Proefschrift voorgedragen tot het bekomen van de graad van
[bookmark: lw_Richting]Doctor in de Oosterse talen en culturen


[bookmark: lw_Jaar]2011
[bookmark: lw_FamilienaamAuteur][bookmark: lw_Titel][bookmark: lw_Subtitel]



[bookmark: lw_Specialisatie]



	i
ii
	iii
[bookmark: lw_Inhoudstafel]Table of Contents
List of Abbreviations	xi
Introduction	1
Chapter 1.	Theoretical preliminaries	9
1.1	Ergativity in a functional and typological perspective	9
1.1.1	Ergativity: the standard functional-typological definition	10
1.1.2	Core arguments and grammatical relations	14
1.1.2.1	The subject issue	15
1.1.2.2	Grammatical relations	22
1.1.2.3	Case	28
1.1.2.4	Verb agreement	31
1.1.3	Alignment splits based on referential hierarchies	34
1.1.3.1	Silverstein hierarchy	34
1.1.3.2	Differential object marking: the markedness discussion	36
1.1.3.3	Differential subject marking	38
1.1.4	Tense/Aspect/Mood and head- vs dependent-marking	40
1.1.4.1	Tense/Aspect/Mood split	40
1.1.4.2	Case marking and verb agreement	41
1.2	Direct and indirect motivations of ergativity	43
1.2.1	Ergativity in discourse-functional and cognitive linguistics	45
1.2.1.1	Du Bois: “The discourse base of ergativity”	45
1.2.1.2	Cognitive accounts	47
1.2.2	Historical motivations	52
1.2.3	Case and transitivity	54
1.2.3.1	An alternative view on ergativity	54
1.2.3.2	Transitivity: from Sapir to Hopper and Thompson	58
1.3	Conclusions	61
Chapter 2.	Indo-Aryan	63
2.1	Geographical distribution of the Indo-Aryan languages	63
2.2	Alignment in Hindi	66
2.3	Origin of the ergative pattern in Indo-Aryan	72
2.3.1	Historical overiew	72
2.3.1.1	Old Indo-Aryan	72
2.3.1.2	Middle Indo-Aryan	75
2.3.1.3	New Indo-Aryan: Early Hindi	76
2.3.2	Passive reanalysis	77
2.3.3	Ergative remains ergative?	80
2.4	Some key concepts of the Indo-Aryan languages	85
2.4.1	Masica’s layer system and the ne-postposition	85
2.4.2	The verb system in Indo-Aryan	87
2.4.2.1	The participial base of the verb system in Indo-Aryan	87
2.4.2.2	Light verbs and lexical compound predicates	88
2.4.2.3	Perfect, perfective, and past	90
2.4.2.4	Passives	91
2.4.2.5	Causatives	92
2.4.3	Experiencer constructions	93
2.4.4	Unergatives	102
Chapter 3.	Eastern Indo-Aryan: Asamiya	105
3.1	Asamiya: description	107
3.1.1	Case marking in Asamiya	107
3.1.2	Case marking of the subject	109
3.1.3	Differential Object marking and the dual marking of IO	113
3.1.3.1	O-marking	113
3.1.3.2	Dual marking of IO	114
3.1.3.3	Experiencer constructions	117
3.1.4	Verb agreement in Asamiya	119
3.2	The transitive verb	120
3.2.1	The transitive verb in Eastern Indo-Aryan	121
3.2.1.1	The transitive verb in the Bihari languages	124
3.2.1.2	Honorific agreement in Maithili	126
3.2.1.3	Honorific agreement in Magahi	129
3.2.2	The transitive verb in an Eastern Hindi variety	131
3.3	Ergative marking in Eastern Indo-Aryan	133
3.4	Conclusion	135
Chapter 4.	Northern Indo-Aryan: Nepali	139
4.1	Nepali: description	140
4.1.1	Case marking in Nepali	140
4.1.2	Case marking of the core arguments	141
4.1.3	Verb agreement in Nepali	145
4.2	Reanalysis and extension of the postposition le	148
4.2.1	Previous accounts	151
4.2.1.1	Focalization	151
4.2.1.2	Syntactic restrictions	153
4.2.1.3	Disambiguation hypothesis	153
4.2.1.4	Stage- vs. individual-level predicates	155
4.2.2	Perfective aspect expressed by le	157
4.3	Language contact: Alignment patterns in Tibeto-Burman	161
4.4	Conclusion: alignment in Nepali	163
Chapter 5.	Western Indo-Aryan: Kashmiri	165
5.1	Kashmiri: description	166
5.1.1	Case marking in Kashmiri	166
5.1.1.1	The relation between case and tense: the marking of O in Kashmiri	168
5.1.2	Verb agreement in Kashmiri	170
5.1.2.1	The verb system	170
5.1.2.2	Imperfective constructions	172
5.1.2.3	Ergative case marking in the perfective	175
5.2	Pronominal suffixes in Western IA	177
5.2.1	Bound pronouns or agreement markers?	177
5.2.2	Pronominal suffixes in Kashmiri	180
5.2.3	Pronominal suffixes in Poguli	187
5.2.4	Pronominal suffixes in Sindhi	189
5.2.5	Pronominal suffixes in Siraiki	192
5.3	Second person importance: hierarchical relations and Marathi	194
5.4	Shina and Indo-Iranian language contact	195
5.4.1	Shina: ergativity in Indo-Aryan and Tibeto-Burman	196
5.4.2	Iranian	197
5.5	Conclusion	199
Chapter 6.	Central Indo-Aryan: Rajasthani	203
6.1	Description of Marwari and Harauti	204
6.1.1	Case marking	204
6.1.2	Verb system and agreement in Marwari	205
6.2	Differential marking	208
6.2.1	Marwari subject marking: a historical perspective	208
6.2.2	Differential marking in Harauti	213
6.2.3	Object marking in Marwari and Gujarati	218
6.2.4	The marking of subjects and experiencers in Gujarati and Punjabi	222
6.2.5	Differential marking: summary	226
6.3	Central Indo-Aryan and Hindi: variation on a micro-scale	227
6.3.1	Hindi and Braj: O-marking and agreement	227
6.3.2	Bundeli and Bagheli	231
6.3.3	Varieties of Hindi: conclusion	233
6.4	Central Indo-Aryan: Conclusion	233
Chapter 7.	Conclusion	235
7.1	The definition of ergativity: summary	235
7.2	Splits	238
7.2.1	The influence of referential hierarchies	240
7.2.1.1	Referentiality of O	240
7.2.1.2	Referentiality of A	242
7.2.2	Tense/Aspect/Mood splits	244
7.2.3	Classifying the Indo-Aryan languages	247
7.2.4	Case marking vs verb agreement	249
7.3	Core arguments and grammatical relations	249
7.4	The motivation of the ergative pattern in Indo-Aryan	251
7.5	Final observations	254
Appendix	257
List of Abbreviations	259
References	261






	3
6
	5

	29
